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Core Concepts

This section focuses on fundamental principles and advanced concepts that an experienced
developer should master.

1. Explain the concept of Delta Time in game development and how you would implement
it for frame-rate independent movement.

Delta Time is crucial for frame-rate independent movement and animations. It represents the time
elapsed between frames. Here's an implementation example:

public class PlayerMovement : MonoBehaviour {
public float speed = 5f;
void Update() {
float horizontallnput = Input.GetAxis("Horizontal");
Vector3 movement = new Vector3(horizontallnput, 0, 0);
transform.position += movement * speed * Time.deltaTime;

}

2. How would you implement a memory-efficient object pooling system for particle
effects in a mobile game?

Object Pooling Implementation

¢ Pre-instantiate objects during loading
e Manage active/inactive lists
e Reuse objects instead of destroy/instantiate

public class ParticlePool {
private Queue pool = new Queue();
public ParticleSystem GetParticle() {
if (pool.Count == 0) CreateNewParticle();
return pool.Dequeue();
}
}

3. Describe your approach to implementing a robust touch input system for complex
gesture recognition in a mobile game.

Touch Input System Architecture

¢ Use touch phase detection
¢ Implement gesture recognizers
¢ Handle multi-touch scenarios

public class GestureManager {
private float minSwipeDistance = 20f;
private void DetectSwipe(Touch touch) {
if (touch.phase == TouchPhase.Ended)
CalculateSwipeDirection(touch.deltaPosition);
}

4. How would you optimize rendering performance in a mobile game with multiple
dynamic lights?

Rendering Optimization Strategies

Use light baking for static lights

Implement deferred rendering for multiple lights
Utilize light culling techniques

Optimize shadow resolution dynamically



void ConfigureLightSettings() {
QualitySettings.pixelLightCount = 2;
light.shadowResolution = LightShadowResolution.Low;
light.cullingMask = relevantLayers;

}

5. Explain your strategy for implementing a save system that handles both local and
cloud saves with conflict resolution.

Save System Architecture

e Implement versioning for save files
¢ Use timestamps for conflict detection
¢ Handle offline scenarios

public class SaveManager {
private async Task ResolveSaveConflict(SaveData local, SaveData cloud) {
return (local.timestamp > cloud.timestamp) ? local : cloud;

}

6. How would you implement a dynamic difficulty adjustment system based on player
performance?

Dynamic Difficulty System

e Track key performance metrics
¢ Implement smoothing algorithms
¢ Adjust multiple parameters

public class DifficultyManager {
private float CalculateDifficulty(PlayerMetrics metrics) {
return Mathf.Lerp(currentDifficulty,
metrics.GetAdjustedDifficulty(), 0.1f);

}

7. Describe your approach to implementing a networked multiplayer system with client-
side prediction.

Networked Multiplayer Implementation

e Use client-side prediction
¢ Implement server reconciliation
e Handle input buffering

public class NetworkPlayer {
private void Processinput(InputState input) {
ApplyLocalPrediction(input);
SendInputToServer(input, lastProcessedTick);

}

8. How would you implement a shader-based outline effect for selected objects that
works efficiently on mobile?

Mobile-Optimized Outline Shader

¢ Use stencil buffer technique
¢ Implement edge detection
¢ Optimize for mobile GPUs

Shader "Custom/MobileOutline" {
Properties {
_OutlineColor ("Outline Color", Color) = (1,1,1,1)
_OutlineWidth ("Outline Width", Range(0,0.1)) = 0.01

}

9. Explain your approach to implementing a memory-efficient texture atlas system for Ul
elements.



Texture Atlas Implementation

¢ Implement sprite packing
e Manage UV coordinates
¢ Handle dynamic updates

public class TextureAtlasManager {
private void PackTextures(Texture2D[] textures) {
atlas = new Texture2D(2048, 2048);
atlas.PackTextures(textures, 2, 2048);

}

10. How would you implement a system for procedurally generating balanced game
levels?

Procedural Generation System

¢ Use seed-based generation
¢ Implement difficulty curves
¢ Validate playability

public class LevelGenerator {
private Level GeneratelLevel(int seed) {
Random.InitState(seed);
return new Level(GenerateRooms(), GenerateObstacles());

}
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Data Structures and Algorithms

Questions in this section test your understanding of how to work with and manipulate data
efficiently.

1. How would you implement an efficient LRU (Least Recently Used) cache for a mobile
game's asset management system?

Key Implementation Points:

¢ Use a HashMap for O(1) lookups combined with a Doubly Linked List for O(1) updates
¢ Track capacity to manage memory constraints

class LRUCache {
HashMap map = new HashMap<=>();
Node head = new Node(O0, 0), tail = new Node(0, 0);
int capacity;

public LRUCache(int capacity) {
this.capacity = capacity;
head.next = tail;
tail.prev = head;

}}
Time Complexity: O(1) for both get and put operations

2. Explain how you would implement an efficient object pool pattern for frequently
spawned game entities

Implementation Strategy:

¢ Stack-based pool for quick access to available objects
¢ Pre-allocation to avoid runtime instantiation
e Automatic growth policies

class ObjectPool {
private Stack objects;
private Func factory;

public T Acquire() {
return objects.Count > 0 ? objects.Pop() : factory();
}
}

Benefits: Reduces garbage collection overhead and memory fragmentation

3. How would you implement a spatial partitioning system for efficient collision detection
in a 2D game?

Implementation Approaches:

¢ Grid-based partitioning for uniform object distribution
¢ Quadtree for varying object densities

class SpatialGrid {
private List[,] grid;
private float cellSize;

public List GetNearbyObjects(Vector2 position) {
int cellX = (int)(position.x / cellSize);
return grid[cellX, (int)(position.y / cellSize)];



}}

Time Complexity: O(k) where k is number of objects in nearby cells

4. Describe an efficient implementation of a component-based entity system for game
objects

Key Design Elements:

¢ Contiguous memory for component arrays
e Entity ID system with generation counting
e Sparse sets for quick component access

class EntityManager {
private ComponentArray[] components;
private BitSet[] componentMasks;

public void AddComponent(Entity entity, T component) {
int typeld = GetComponentTypeld();
components[typeld].Add(entity.ld, component);

}}

Performance: O(1) component access and iteration over similar entities

5. How would you implement an efficient path-finding system for multiple units in a
mobile RTS game?

Implementation Strategy:

e A* algorithm with path smoothing
¢ Hierarchical pathfinding for large maps
e Path caching and sharing

class PathFinder {
private PriorityQueue openSet;
private HashSet closedSet;

public List FindPath(Vector2 start, Vector2 end) {
Node current = openSet.Dequeue();
return ReconstructPath(current);

}}

Optimization: Use jump point search for grid-based maps
6. Explain how you would implement a memory-efficient particle system for mobile games
Implementation Details:

¢ Object pooling for particle instances
¢ Data-oriented design for cache efficiency
¢ SIMD operations for particle updates

struct ParticleData {
float[] positions; // Contiguous arrays for SIMD
float[] velocities;
float[] lifetimes;

public void UpdateAll(float deltaTime) {

/! SIMD update of all particles
}}

Performance: Achieves 60fps with 10000+ particles on mobile
7. How would you implement a fast and memory-efficient save game system?
Implementation Approach:

¢ Binary serialization for compact storage



e Delta compression for quick saves
¢ Asynchronous I/O operations

class SaveSystem {
private MemoryStream buffer;
private BinaryWriter writer;

public async Task SaveGame(GameState state) {
await WriteCompressedData(SerializeState(state));

}}

Key Features: Checksums for data integrity, version control for backwards compatibility

8. Describe an efficient implementation of a dynamic quad tree for 2D scene management

Implementation Details:

¢ Dynamic splitting based on object density
¢ Loose bounds to reduce tree updates
o Efficient object transfer between nodes

class QuadTree {
private Rect bounds;
private List objects;
private QuadTree[] children;

public void Insert(GameObject obj) {
if (ShouldSplit()) Split();
InsertToChild(obj);

}}

Complexity: O(log n) for insertions and queries
9. How would you implement an efficient event system for game object communication?

Implementation Strategy:

¢ Type-safe event handlers
¢ Object pooling for event args
¢ Priority queue for ordered processing

class EventSystem {
private Dictionary> handlers;

public void Emit(T eventData) where T : IEvent {
var type = typeof(T);
handlers[typel]?.ForEach(h => h.Dynamiclnvoke(eventData));

}}

Performance: O(1) emission, minimal garbage collection impact

10. Explain how you would implement a memory-efficient texture atlas system for sprite
rendering

Implementation Approach:

¢ Binary tree packing algorithm
¢ Texture coordinate caching
¢ Dynamic atlas resizing

class TextureAtlas {
private List regions;
private Dictionary uvCache;

public UV GetUV(string spriteName) {
return uvCache.TryGetValue(spriteName, out UV uv)
?7 uv : PackSprite(spriteName);
}}



Benefits: Reduced draw calls, optimal texture memory usage
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System Design
These questions evaluate your ability to think about the bigger picture, including architecture,

scalability, and performance.

1. How would you design a scalable multiplayer game server architecture?

Key Components:

¢ Game Server Clusters: Distributed servers handling game logic and state
¢ Match-making Service: For player grouping and session management

e State Management: Redis/MongoDB for real-time game state

¢ Load Balancer: For distributing player connections

Architecture:
e WebSocket connections for real-time communication
e Sharded game servers by region/player count

e Event-driven architecture for game events
e Eventual consistency for non-critical data

Scalability:
e Horizontal scaling of game servers
¢ Cache frequently accessed player data

¢ Asynchronous processing for non-real-time operations

2. Design a leaderboard system for a mobile game that handles millions of players

Components:
e Data Store: Redis Sorted Sets for real-time rankings
e Caching Layer: For frequently accessed rankings
e Batch Processing: For periodic updates
Implementation:
ZADD leaderboard weekly 1000 playerl23

ZRANK leaderboard_weekly playerl23
ZREVRANGE leaderboard_weekly 0 9

Optimizations:
e Separate leaderboards by region/timeframe
e Cache top N players

¢ Periodic aggregation for global rankings

3. How would you implement a real-time player matchmaking system?

Core Components:

¢ Queue Management: Priority queue for players
¢ Skill Rating System: ELO/MMR calculation
¢ Geographic Routing: Region-based matching

Algorithm:
function matchPlayers(queue, threshold) {

while (queue.length >= 2) {
let p1 = queue.dequeue();



let p2 = findMatch(p1, threshold);
if (p2) createMatch(pl, p2);
}
}

4. Design an in-game purchase and virtual currency system

System Components:

¢ Transaction Service: Handles purchases
¢ Wallet Service: Manages virtual currency
¢ Item Inventory: Tracks owned items

Data Model:

Transaction {
id: UUID,
userld: string,
itemld: string,
amount: number,
currency: string,
timestamp: DateTime

}
Considerations:

e Atomic transactions
¢ Rollback mechanisms
e Fraud detection

5. How would you implement a save game system that works offline and syncs online?

Architecture:

¢ Local Storage: SQLite/IndexedDB
¢ Sync Service: Handles conflict resolution
¢ Version Control: Timestamps for changes

Sync Algorithm:

async function syncGameState(localState, serverState) {
const merged = resolveConflicts(localState, serverState);
await savelLocal(merged);
await uploadToServer(merged);

}
Conflict Resolution:

e Last-write-wins
e Merge strategy for non-conflicting changes

6. Design a system for handling real-time player events and achievements

Components:

¢ Event Processing Pipeline
¢ Achievement Service
¢ Notification System

Event Flow:

eventEmitter.on('playerAction’, async (event) => {
const achievements = await checkAchievements(event);
await updateProgress(event.playerld, achievements);
notifyPlayer(achievements);

s



Scaling:

e Event queuing
e Batch processing
e Cached achievement rules

7. How would you implement a replay system for a multiplayer game?

Architecture:

¢ Event Recording: Capture game actions
¢ State Reconstruction: Replay engine
e Storage System: Compressed event logs

Implementation:

class ReplaySystem {
recordEvent(timestamp, action, state) {
this.events.push({timestamp, action, state});

}
replay(startTime, endTime) { /*... ¥/ }

}
Optimizations:

e Delta compression
e Keyframe insertion
e Selective recording

8. Design a content delivery system for game assets and updates

Components:

¢ CDN Integration
¢ Asset Bundling
¢ Version Control

Implementation:

async function checkForUpdates() {
const manifest = await fetchManifest();
const updates = diffLocalAssets(manifest);
await downloadAssets(updates);

}
Optimizations:

¢ Delta updates
e Background downloading
¢ Asset preloading

9. How would you implement a chat system for a multiplayer game?

Architecture:

¢ WebSocket Server: Real-time messaging
¢ Message Queue: RabbitMQ/Kafka
e Storage: Recent message history

Implementation:

socket.on('message’, async (msg) => {
await validateMessage(msq);
await broadcastToRoom(msg.roomld, msg);
await storeMessage(msqg);

1)



Features:

¢ Profanity filtering
¢ Rate limiting
® Presence detection

10. Design a system for A/B testing game features and balancing

Components:

¢ Feature Flags: Toggle features
¢ Analytics Pipeline: Data collection
¢ Metrics Service: Analysis

Implementation:

function assignUserToTest(userld, test) {
const bucket = hashUser(userld) % 100;
return bucket < test.percentage;

}
Metrics:
¢ Player retention

¢ Engagement metrics
e Revenue impact
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Coding and Debugging

This section presents practical coding challenges and questions about debugging techniques.

1. How would you optimize memory usage in a mobile game with frequent object
instantiation/destruction?

Key Memory Optimization Techniques:

¢ Object Pooling: Pre-instantiate commonly used objects and recycle them instead of
creating/destroying

¢ Flyweight Pattern: Share common data between similar objects

¢ Asset Bundles: Load/unload resources dynamically

public class ObjectPool where T : Component {
private Queue pool = new Queue();
public T Get() {
return pool.Count > 0 ? pool.Dequeue() : CreateNew();

}
public void Return(T obj) {
pool.Enqueue(obj);
}
}

2. Implement a simple touch input gesture recognizer for a swipe mechanic

public class SwipeDetector : MonoBehaviour {
Vector2 startPos, endPos;
public float minSwipeDistance = 50f;

void Update() {
if (Input.touchCount > 0) {
Touch touch = Input.GetTouch(0);
if (touch.phase == TouchPhase.Began)
startPos = touch.position;
if (touch.phase == TouchPhase.Ended) {
endPos = touch.position;
DetectSwipe();
}
}
}
}

3. How would you implement a frame-rate independent movement system?

Frame-Rate Independent Movement

¢ Use Time.deltaTime for consistent movement
¢ Implement fixed timestep for physics calculations
¢ Consider interpolation for smooth rendering

void Update() {
Vector3 movement = direction * speed * Time.deltaTime;
transform.position += movement;

// For physics:
rb.MovePosition(rb.position + movement);

}

4. Explain how you would implement a save system that prevents cheating in a mobile
game



Secure Save System Implementation:

¢ Encryption: Use AES encryption for save data
e Checksums: Validate data integrity
¢ Server validation: Cross-check critical values
e Timestamp verification: Prevent time manipulation
public string EncryptSaveData(SaveData data) {

string json = JsonUtility.ToJson(data);

byte[] key = GenerateKey();

return Convert.ToBase64String(

AesEncrypt(json, key)

);
}

5. How would you profile and optimize GPU performance in a mobile game?

GPU Optimization Strategies:

¢ Draw call batching: Combine meshes and use texture atlases
¢ Shader complexity: Optimize shader instructions and variants
¢ Overdraw reduction: Implement occlusion culling

void OptimizeMeshes() {
Combinelnstance[] combine = new Combinelnstance[meshes.Length];
for(inti = 0; i < meshes.Length; i++) {
combine[i].mesh = meshesli];
combine[i].transform = transformsli];
}
}

6. Implement a simple object pooling system for particle effects

public class ParticlePool : MonoBehaviour {
Queue pool = new Queue();
public ParticleSystem prefab;

public ParticleSystem Spawn(Vector3 position) {

ParticleSystem ps = pool.Count > 0 ?
pool.Dequeue() : Instantiate(prefab);

ps.transform.position = position;
StartCoroutine(ReturnToPool(ps));
return ps;

}

}

7. How would you implement a replay system for a racing game?

Replay System Implementation:

¢ State Recording: Store position, rotation, and actions
¢ Delta Compression: Save only changed values
¢ Keyframe System: Record full state at intervals

struct ReplayFrame {
float timestamp;
Vector3 position;
Quaternion rotation;
byte actions;

public byte[] Serialize() {

// Compression logic here

}
}

8. Explain how you would implement a dynamic difficulty adjustment system

Dynamic Difficulty Components:



¢ Player Performance Metrics: Track success/failure rates
¢ Adjustment Parameters: Enemy strength, resource availability
¢ Smooth Transitions: Gradual difficulty changes

public class DynamicDifficulty {
float playerSkillScore = 0f;
public float GetAdjustedValue(float baseValue) {
return baseValue * Mathf.Lerp(0.5f, 1.5f,
playerSkillScore);
}

}
9. How would you implement a touch-based joystick control system?

public class Touchjoystick : MonoBehaviour {
Vector2 startPos, currentPos;
float radius = 50f;

public Vector2 GetDirection() {
Vector2 dir = (currentPos - startPos).normalized;
float dist = Vector2.Distance(currentPos, startPos);
return Vector2.ClampMagnitude(dir * (dist/radius), 1f);
}
}

10. Implement a simple achievement system with persistent storage

Achievement System Features:

¢ Progress Tracking: Monitor multiple conditions
¢ Persistence: Save/load achievement state
e Event System: Notify Ul of unlocks

public class Achievement {
public string id;
public bool unlocked;
public float progress;

public void UpdateProgress(float value) {
progress = Mathf.Min(progress + value, 1.0f);
unlocked |= progress >= 1.0f;

}
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Behavioral Questions

These questions assess your soft skills, problem-solving approach, and how you work in a team.

1. Tell me about a challenging technical problem you faced while optimizing a mobile
game's performance.

Situation: While working on a 3D racing game, we noticed significant frame rate drops on mid-
range Android devices, particularly during race starts with multiple Al vehicles.

Task: | needed to identify the performance bottleneck and optimize the game to maintain 60 FPS
without compromising visual quality.

Action: I:

¢ Used Unity Profiler to identify excessive draw calls and physics calculations

¢ Implemented object pooling for particle effects and debris

¢ Created LOD (Level of Detail) systems for vehicle models

e Batch-processed physics calculations for non-critical objects

Result: Frame rate improved by 40% on target devices, maintaining stable 60 FPS. The optimization
techniques were documented and became part of our best practices guide.

2. Describe a situation where you had to make a difficult decision about cutting features
to meet a deadline.

Situation: During development of a casual puzzle game, we were three weeks from launch with
several features still incomplete.

Task: As lead developer, | needed to evaluate feature priorities and make recommendations about
what to cut or postpone.

Action: I:

¢ Analyzed player feedback from beta testing

¢ Created a feature impact vs. development time matrix

e Consulted with product and marketing teams

¢ Proposed postponing social features to post-launch

Result: We launched on time with core features polished. Social features were added two weeks
post-launch, and the game maintained a 4.5/5 rating.

3. Tell me about a time when you had to deal with conflicting feedback from different
stakeholders.

Situation: During development of an educational game, we received opposing feedback from
teachers and marketing about game difficulty levels.

Task: | needed to find a solution that satisfied both educational requirements and engagement
metrics.

Action: I:

Organized feedback sessions with both groups

Created a dynamic difficulty adjustment system
Implemented analytics to track learning outcomes
Developed a tutorial system that adapted to player skill

Result: The final system achieved 90% teacher satisfaction while maintaining target engagement
metrics. The solution was later adopted for other educational titles.

4. How did you handle a situation where a team member was consistently missing



deadlines?

Situation: A junior developer on the team was regularly missing sprint commitments, affecting our
game's Ul implementation timeline.

Task: As the technical lead, | needed to address the performance issue while maintaining team
morale.

Action: I:

Had a private discussion to understand underlying issues
Discovered they were struggling with our Ul framework
Created pair programming sessions

Developed a Ul component template system

Result: The developer's productivity improved by 70% within two sprints, and the template system
reduced Ul development time for the entire team by 30%.

5. Describe a time when you had to make a major architectural decision that affected the
entire game.

Situation: Our team was developing a multiplayer mobile MOBA game facing synchronization
issues.

Task: | needed to evaluate and implement a new networking architecture mid-project.
Action: |

e Researched different networking solutions

¢ Created prototypes testing different approaches

¢ Presented findings to stakeholders

e Implemented a hybrid client-authoritative system

Result: The new architecture reduced synchronization issues by 85% and network bandwidth by
40%. The solution was documented and used in subsequent multiplayer projects.

6. Tell me about a time when you had to lead a major refactoring effort.

Situation: Inherited a game codebase with significant technical debt and performance issues.
Task: Need to refactor the core systems while maintaining regular feature development.
Action: I

¢ Created a detailed refactoring plan

¢ Implemented automated testing

¢ Divided work into manageable sprints

e Set up monitoring for regression issues

Result: Completed refactoring over three months, reduced crash rate by 80%, and improved code
coverage to 85%. New features were delivered 40% faster after refactoring.

7. How did you handle a situation where you disagreed with your manager's technical
approach?

Situation: Manager wanted to use native code for all platform-specific features, which would have
significantly increased development time.

Task: Needed to propose and justify an alternative approach using cross-platform solutions.
Action: I:

Created a detailed comparison document

Built proof-of-concept implementations

Calculated development time impacts
Presented findings with performance metrics

Result: Manager approved the cross-platform approach, reducing development time by 60% while
maintaining required performance metrics.



8. Describe a situation where you had to mentor a junior developer.

Situation: A junior developer joined the team with strong programming basics but no game
development experience.

Task: Needed to get them productive on our mobile game project within two months.
Action: I

¢ Created a structured learning plan

¢ Assigned increasingly complex tasks

e Conducted regular code reviews

¢ Organized game architecture workshops

Result: The developer became fully productive within six weeks, contributed significant features,
and later became a key team member leading their own features.

9. Tell me about a time when you had to handle a major production issue.

Situation: Our live game experienced severe memory leaks after a major update, affecting millions
of players.

Task: Needed to identify and fix the issue while minimizing player impact.
Action: |

¢ Analyzed crash reports and memory dumps

e Created a test environment replicating the issue

¢ Implemented memory monitoring tools

e Coordinated with QA for rapid testing

Result: Identified and fixed the memory leak within 4 hours, deployed a hotfix, and implemented
new memory monitoring systems to prevent similar issues.

10. How did you handle a situation requiring significant changes to meet new platform
requirements?

Situation: Apple announced major privacy changes affecting our game's analytics and monetization
systems.

Task: Needed to redesign systems to comply while maintaining revenue streams.
Action: I

e Analyzed new privacy requirements

¢ Designed alternative analytics approaches

¢ Created new user consent flows

¢ Implemented server-side attribution

Result: Successfully adapted systems before the deadline, maintained 95% of analytics capabilities,
and achieved full compliance with minimal impact on revenue.
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